I. Introduction
Several international courts-not only those dedicated to the protection of human or humanitarian rights-have in recent times given a new profile to international law. These courts have considered individual rights and particular interests in their pronouncements.
Since we cannot consider all the existing jurisprudence regarding this matter in such a brief paper, we have selected three recent cases that illustrate this new approach to international law: 
II. Humanisation of the International Court of Justice
The International Court of Justice (hereinafter ICJ), both in its contentious and advisory jurisdictions, has considered the development of international law with special reference to the direct rights of individuals.
Theodor Meron recalls that already in  the Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ) (Advisory Opinion of  March  in the case of the Jurisdiction of the Courts of Danzig (PCIJ-Ser. B), Nº , pp. -) had recognised  zlata drnas de clément that States through treaties may grant direct rights to individuals or impose direct obligations on them, rights that would be enforced by national courts. 1 Nevertheless, for the purposes of our analysis, it is worth noting that the PCIJ Advisory Opinion is based on a different situation. We must emphasise that direct rights (which the Advisory Opinion refers to) were recognised in the treaties by the States themselves and not by courts in non compliance with conventional provisions-a frequent situation nowadays in an increasing number of tribunals.
The ICJ Order of  May  in the case concerning Ahmadou Sadio Diallo (Republic of Guinea v. Democratic Republic of Congo) Preliminary Objections 2 is an example of this new perception of international law.
Guinea exercised diplomatic protection, and alleged that Mr. Diallo's arrest, detention and expulsion were, inter alia, violations of the principle that aliens should be treated in accordance with "a minimum standard of civilization. " 3 Nevertheless, the ICJ went beyond that point in the following consideration:
. The Court will recall that under customary international law, as reflected in Article  of the draft Articles on Diplomatic Protection of the International Law Commission (hereinafter the "ILC"), "diplomatic protection consists of the invocation by a State, through diplomatic action or other means of peaceful settlement, of the responsibility of another State for an injury caused by an internationally wrongful act of that State to a natural or legal person that is a national of the former State with a view to the implementation of such responsibility" (Article  of the draft Articles on Diplomatic Protection adopted by the ILC at its Fifty-eighth Session (), ILC Report, doc. A//, p. ).
Owing to the substantive development of international law over recent decades in respect of the rights it accords to individuals, the scope ratione materiae
